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Background



– contains information about world-wide medicinal products intended for human use, 

their active substances, and relevant classifications and groupings

– used to structure and analyze clinical trial and post-marketing safety data

– updated by Uppsala Monitoring Centre (UMC) on a regular basis and released twice 

per year

– the following types of data records are available in WHODrug:

– Trade names

– Active substances (bases and salt variations thereof)

– Records representing defined groups of active substances and trade names (i.e. Umbrella Records).



How to understand 
information stored in 
WHODrug



药物代码 (Drug Code) - SUPPCM.CMTRDCD(non-standard)

药物代

码

药物记录号
(DrugRecNo)

序列号
2 

(Seq2)

序列号
1 

(Seq1)

药物记录号 (DrugRecNo) 是药物代码的第一部分。它包括
六个字符，能识别活性部分，不论是盐的形式还是植物的
部分和提取物

序列号1 (Seq1)是药物
代码 (Drug Code) 的第
二部分由两个字符组成。
Seq1 用于标识不同的变
体（例如盐类和酯类）、
植物的部分和提取方法，
从而定义活性物质或活
性物质的组合 序列号2 (Seq2) 是药物代码的第三部分，

由三个字符组成。Seq2 标识记录名称



首选名称 (Preferred Name) – CM.CMDECOD

• 对于所有的WHODrug 记
录，首选名称始终都是
活性物质的通用名称

• 特征：WHODrug 中 Seq2
（药物代码的最后三个字
符）=001, Seq1不固定



首选基础形式名称 (Preferred Base Name) 
- SUPPCM.CMBASPRF(non-standard)

首选基础形式名称可用 Seq1=01 和 Seq2=001 来搜索 WHODrug 记录，代表活性
部分的确定名称



Trade name

Preferred Name

Preferred Base 
Name

Relationship between trade name/Preferred Name/ Preferred Base Name

Preferred Base Name Preferred Name Trade Name



ATC classification

– The Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical (ATC) classification system, 解剖-治疗-化学分类系统是药品层级分
类系统，根据活性物质作用的器官或系统及其治疗作用、药理和化学特性进行分类。WHODrug 中整合了
ATC 分类

– ATC levels:

第一级根据解剖学分14个大类

第二级根据药理/治疗特性对药物进行再分类

第三和第四级是继续根据化学、药理学和治疗学分类
的亚组

第五级代表活性物质

ATC第五级分配不包含在 WHODrug 中，主要原因在于：ATC 第五级用于识别活性物质。由于并非所有的活
性物质都被官方分配 ATC 代码，WHODrug 通常使用另一个方式唯一识别活性物质，即药物代码



– WHODrug 词典中的所有记录被分配至少一个 ATC 代码，优选第四级 ATC 代码。如果由于任何原因，无法
为 WHODrug 记录分配合适的第四级 ATC 代码，则会选择特定性降低的ATC 代码分配（即第三级、第二级
或第一级） -> this is how CM.CMCLASCD is based on



Timeline of Dictionary 
formats



B2-format files will be abandoned from March 2019 and onwards

B3-format of WHODrug Global will be required in FDA submissions for studies 
starting after March 15, 2019



Differences between B2/C 
formats & B3/C3 formats



• The B-formats contains information about trade names, ingredients and ATC classification(s). The unique 

key is the alphanumeric Drug Code;

• The C-formats contains all the B-format information (including the Drug Code) but has in addition 

information regarding the countries in which the product is marketed, Marketing Authorisation Holders, 

pharmaceutical forms and strengths. The unique key is the alphanumeric Medicinal Product ID.

What is B-formats, C-formats?



– B2/C formats: Different salt variations of a substance combination are located on separate Drug Record 

Numbers.

– B3/C3 formats: the relationship between salted and unsalted substances is applied for multi-ingredient 

records

Differences between B2/C formats & B3/C3 formats

1. Multi-ingredient salt/base relationship



Preferred Base Name

Preferred Salt Name Trade name



– B2/C formats: Non-unique names are made unique in the B2-format by the addition of /DRECNOSEQ1/ 

after the trade name.

– B3/C3 formats: To facilitate review, this is replaced by [INGREDIENT(S)] in the B3-format. If more than 

one ingredient they will be written in alphabetical order, separated by semicolons

2. Non-unique names

Preferred Name



– B2/C formats: separated substance names in alphabetical order by w/

– B3/C3 formats: separated substance names in alphabetical order by semicolon

3. Multi-ingredient Generic Names



– B2/C formats: the generic record may show truncated generic names due to the character limitation of 

45 in the B2-format and 80 in the C-format. 

– B3/C3 formats: both these issues are resolved

4. Field length 



Any questions?
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